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How	do	I	split	and	combine	files	in	Windows?	I	need	to	split	large	files	into	several	small	sized	files	and	then	combine	them	after	I	transfer	them	to	another	box.	I'm	fine	with	doing	this	on	the	command	line.	1	ReadDiscussView	Discussion	Improve	Article	Save	Article	Like	Article	Split	command	in	Linux	is	used	to	split	large	files	into	smaller	files.	It
splits	the	files	into	1000	lines	per	file(by	default)	and	even	allows	users	to	change	the	number	of	lines	as	per	requirement.The	names	of	the	files	are	PREFIXaa,	PREFIXab,	PREFIXac,	and	so	on.	By	default	the	PREFIX	of	files	name	is	x	and	the	default	size	of	each	split	file	is	1000	lines	per	file	and	both	the	parameters	can	be	changed	with	ease.	It	is
generally	used	with	log	and	archive	files	as	they	are	very	large	and	have	a	lot	of	lines,	So	in	order	to	break	them	into	small	files	for	analysis	split	command	is	used.Syntax:split	[options]	name_of_file	prefix_for_new_filesWorking	with	Split	Command1.	Split	file	into	short	files.	Assume	a	file	name	with	name	index.txt.	Use	below	split	command	to	break	it
into	pieces.split	index.txtIndex.txt	file	is	split	into	two	pieces	with	name	‘xaa’	and	‘xab’.	It	will	have	1000	lines	in	each	file	by	default.	The	name	of	split	commands	is	‘xaa’	and	‘xab’	as	we	have	not	set	any	prefix	value.2.	Split	file	based	on	number	of	lines.split	-l	4	index.txt	split_fileIndex.txt	file	is	split	into	short	files	based	on	the	number	of	lines	which
we	want	using	-l	option	as	shown.3.	Split	command	with	verbose	option.	We	can	also	run	split	command	in	verbose	mode	by	using	‘–verbose’.	It	will	give	a	diagnostic	message	each	time	a	new	split	file	is	created.split	index.txt	-l	4	--verboseHere,	we	have	created	a	file	with	name	index.txt	which	will	be	split	into	short	files	and	verbose	will	give	us	the
details	of	what	are	the	tasks	performed.Note:	Here	-l	4	is	not	necessary	to	use.	It	is	used	just	for	understanding	purposes.4.	Split	file	size	using	‘-b’	option.split	-b	16	index.txt	indexHere,	it	will	split	the	file	index.txt	into	separate	files	called	indexaa,	indexab,	…..with	each	file	containing	16	bytes	of	data	in	it.5.	Change	in	suffix	length.	By	default,	the
suffix	length	is	2.	We	can	also	change	it	using	‘-a’	option.split	-l	4	-a	4	index.txtIn	this	it	has	suffix	length	4	on	the	split	files.Note:	Here	-l	4	is	not	necessary	to	use.	It	is	used	just	for	understanding	purposes.6.	Split	files	created	with	numeric	suffix.	In	general,	the	output	has	a	format	of	x**	where	**	are	alphabets.	We	can	change	the	split	files	suffix	to
numeric	by	using	the	‘-d’	option.split	-l	4	-d	index.txtNote:	Here	-l	4	is	not	necessary	to	use.	It	is	used	just	for	understanding	purposes.7.	Create	n	chunks	output	files.	If	we	want	to	split	a	file	into	three	chunk	output	files	then	use	the	‘-n’	option	with	the	split	command	which	limits	the	number	of	split	output	files.	split	-n	3	index.txtIt	will	create	three
chunks	of	split	files.8.	Split	file	with	customize	suffix.	With	this	command,	we	can	create	split	output	files	with	customizing	suffix.	Assume,	if	we	want	to	create	split	output	files	with	index	suffix,	execute	the	following	command.split	-l	4	index.txt	split_index_Split	output	files	with	index	suffix	will	be	created.Note:	Here	-l	4	is	not	necessary	to	use.	It	is
used	just	for	understanding	purposes.9.	Avoid	zero-sized	split	files.	There	are	situations	when	we	split	a	small	file	into	a	large	number	of	chunk	files	and	this	may	lead	to	zero	size	split	output	files.	They	do	not	add	any	value	so	to	avoid	it	we	use	the	option	‘-e’.split	-l	4	-e	index.txtBy	using	this	no	zero	size	split	output	files	will	be	created.Note:	Here	-l	4
is	not	necessary	to	use.	It	is	used	just	for	understanding	purposes.10.	Split	the	file	into	two	files	of	equal	length.	To	split	a	file	equally	into	two	files,	we	use	the	‘-n’	option.	By	specifying	‘-n	2’	the	file	is	split	equally	into	two	files.split	-n	2	index.txt	I	have	a	big	file	and	need	to	split	into	two	files.	Suppose	in	the	first	file	the	1000	lines	should	be	selected
and	put	into	another	file	and	delete	those	lines	in	the	first	file.	I	tried	using	split	but	it	is	creating	multiple	chunks.	2	Linux	systems	provide	a	very	easy-to-use	command	for	breaking	files	into	pieces.	This	is	something	that	you	might	need	to	do	prior	to	uploading	your	files	to	some	storage	site	that	limits	file	sizes	or	emailing	them	as	attachments.	To
split	a	file	into	pieces,	you	simply	use	the	split	command.$	split	bigfile	By	default,	the	split	command	uses	a	very	simple	naming	scheme.	The	file	chunks	will	be	named	xaa,	xab,	xac,	etc.,	and,	presumably,	if	you	break	up	a	file	that	is	sufficiently	large,	you	might	even	get	chunks	named	xza	and	xzz.Unless	you	ask,	the	command	runs	without	giving	you
any	feedback.	You	can,	however,	use	the	--verbose	option	if	you	would	like	to	see	the	file	chunks	as	they	are	being	created.$	split	–-verbose	bigfile	creating	file	'xaa'	creating	file	'xab'	creating	file	'xac'	You	can	also	contribute	to	the	file	naming	by	providing	a	prefix.	For	example,	to	name	all	the	pieces	of	your	original	file	bigfile.xaa,	bigfile.xab	and	so
on,	you	would	add	your	prefix	to	the	end	of	your	split	command	like	so:$	split	–-verbose	bigfile	bigfile.	creating	file	'bigfile.aa'	creating	file	'bigfile.ab'	creating	file	'bigfile.ac'	Note	that	a	dot	is	added	to	the	end	of	the	prefix	shown	in	the	above	command.	Otherwise,	the	files	would	have	names	like	bigfilexaa	rather	than	bigfile.xaa.Note	that	the	split
command	does	not	remove	your	original	file,	just	creates	the	chunks.	If	you	want	to	specify	the	size	of	the	file	chunks,	you	can	add	that	to	your	command	using	the	-b	option.	For	example:	$	split	-b100M	bigfile	File	sizes	can	be	specified	in	kilobytes,	megabytes,	gigabytes	…	up	to	yottabytes!	Just	use	the	appropriate	letter	from	K,	M,	G,	T,	P,	E,	Z	and
Y.If	you	want	your	file	to	be	split	based	on	the	number	of	lines	in	each	chunk	rather	than	the	number	of	bytes,	you	can	use	the	-l	(lines)	option.	In	this	example,	each	file	will	have	1,000	lines	except,	of	course,	for	the	last	one	which	may	have	fewer	lines.	$	split	--verbose	-l1000	logfile	log.	creating	file	'log.aa'	creating	file	'log.ab'	creating	file	'log.ac'
creating	file	'log.ad'	creating	file	'log.ae'	creating	file	'log.af'	creating	file	'log.ag'	creating	file	'log.ah'	creating	file	'log.ai'	creating	file	'log.aj'	If	you	need	to	reassemble	your	file	from	pieces	on	a	remote	site,	you	can	do	that	fairly	easily	using	a	cat	command	like	one	of	these:$	cat	x??	>	original.file	$	cat	log.??	>	original.file	Splitting	and	reassembling
with	the	commands	shown	above	should	work	for	binary	files	as	well	as	text	files.	In	this	example,	we’ve	split	the	zip	binary	into	50	kilobyte	chunks,	used	cat	to	reassemble	them	and	then	compared	the	assembled	and	original	files.	The	diff	command	verifies	that	the	files	are	the	same.$	split	--verbose	-b50K	zip	zip.	creating	file	'zip.aa'	creating	file
'zip.ab'	creating	file	'zip.ac'	creating	file	'zip.ad'	creating	file	'zip.ae'	$	cat	zip.a?	>	zip.new	$	diff	zip	zip.new	$
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